Proposition 469- Frequently Asked Questions

1. Who are the PRTA Board of Directors? How is my community represented?
The PRTA Board members are the mayors of the Pinal County cities and towns participating in the
Regional Transportation Plan plus a member of the Pinal County Board of Supervisors to represent
unincorporated areas. The names of current Board members and agendas for the Board meetings
can be found on the PRTA website at pinalrta.org.
2. Is the Proposition 469 excise tax a half-cent sales tax, or not?
The retail effect of the excise tax would be similar to a half-cent sales tax, but technically the tax is
more complicated. It is a Transaction Privilege Tax (TPT) on businesses, at a rate equal to 10% of the
State tax. The Transportation Excise Tax rate will generally be 0.5%, or 1 cent on each $2, on Statetaxable items, but slightly different rates apply to some transactions, such as lodging and mining.
The rate for lodging is 11/20 of one percent, which is slightly greater than a half percent, and the
rate for mining is 5/16 of a half percent, which is less than a half percent. For additional details,
please see Pinal County’s Publicity Pamphlet for the November 8, 2022 General Election, posted on
the PRTA website, at pinalrta.org.
3. How much of the money generated by the proposed tax would go to build
or widen roadways?
$1.007 billion, or approximately 91.9% of the tax revenues, would fund the building or widening of
major roadways. This is consistent with the percentage reflected in the plan as approved by Pinal
County voters in 2017.
4. Why are the projected revenues for a 20-year, half-cent tax starting in 2023
about 70% higher than a similar tax beginning five years earlier - were
different forecasters involved?
Population growth and the rising cost of taxable goods account for most of the increased revenue.
Many new jobs are being created in Pinal County and the county population is expected to
increase by 377,000 residents over the next 20 years. Additionally, Proposition 469 will not cap the
tax at $50 for purchases of $10,000 or more, as Proposition 417 did in 2017. The same economic
forecasting firm produced both the prior forecast and the current one. That firm is Elliott D. Pollack
& Company, based in Tempe.
5. Will PRTA be responsible for building the new roadway capacity?
No. PRTA will provide funds to help pay for each element of the Regional Transportation Plan but
lead agencies will implement the road projects.

6. Some of the PRTA projects are on the State Highway System, so shouldn’t
ADOT pay for them?
Several PRTA projects are indeed on the State Highway System, but according to the Arizona Long Range
Transportation Plan, the State has many roadway needs and cannot fund them all. When local governments
partner with ADOT by providing partial project funding, it may increase the attractiveness of these projects
to receive state funding.

7. If Proposition 469 will produce more tax revenue than Proposition 417
back in 2017, will it be possible to build more projects?
Unfortunately, roadway construction costs have increased over the past five years so it is unlikely that
Proposition 469 can support additional projects. In case revenues exceed projections, Proposition 469
contains the same voter-approved list of contingency projects that could be considered for PRTA funding
when the PRTA Board allocates revenues among the various elements of the Transportation Funding Plan.

8. How much funding will go to smaller communities within Pinal County?
The Pinal Regional Transportation Plan approved by the voters in 2017 allocated funds for local road
projects to four communities: Eloy, Kearney, Mammoth and Superior. Each will receive a minimum of
$300,000 per year or one percent of annual tax revenues. This could increase to over $800,000 in fiscal year
2042. Under the Pinal RTA 2022 Funding Plan, this is expected to total approximately $10.95 million over 20
years.

9. What will Proposition 469 do to support public transportation?
It is anticipated that approximately $34 million generated by Proposition 469 would pay for public
transportation, including existing transit operations, dial-a-ride service, and park-and-ride lots. This is an
average of $1.7 million per year. The voter-approved 2017 PRTA Regional Transportation Plan does not
specify how much of the money would go to each of these public transportation modes, so this will be
determined by the PRTA Board of Directors.

10. Can PRTA change the plan and direct the tax revenues to other projects not
included in the Plan?
No, the Plan cannot be changed without voter approval. The Arizona Revised Statutes state that a Regional
Public Transportation Authority cannot make substantial changes to a voter-approved plan without first
taking those proposed changes to the voters in a new election.

11. Are Pinal County or its cities and towns owed any funds from PRTA with
regard to Proposition 417 that the voters approved in 2017?
No. Due to a 2018 lawsuit, PRTA has never had access to revenues generated by Proposition 417. PRTA
will be able to begin implementation of the PinaI Regional Transportation Plan only if Proposition 469 is
approved by the voters on November 8, 2022.

12. What is the point of having a local transportation excise tax? Can’t the
federal government and State of Arizona pay for local
transportation needs?
Arizona state law allows for creation of a regional transportation authority (RTA) in part because Federal
and state transportation funding programs do not adequately meet local transportation needs. An RTA
allows a region to tax itself and keep all the funds for local use, not dependent on outside decision-makers.
The Tucson metro area south of Pinal County has an RTA, as does the Phoenix metro area north of Pinal
County.

13. How much of the Proposition 469 revenues would go to pay for program
administration, rather than actual transportation facilities and services?
Arizona state law allows for up to one percent of RTA revenues to pay for program administration. The
Statutes specify a number of ongoing planning activities that an RTA must perform, and the funding for this
work must come from somewhere. One percent of the revenue in Fiscal Year 2024 is estimated to be roughly
$331,000. Fiscal Year 2024 begins on July 1, 2023.

14. Is PRTA planning to issue bonds, so that it can raise money early in the
20-year program to expedite roadway construction?
Issuing bonds to accelerate program implementation is a common and allowable practice, but the PRTA has
never had any access to funds and has not yet considered or decided what to do with regard to bonding.
Much of the language in the Arizona statutes regulating RTAs (Title 48, Chapter 30) specifically addresses
what an RTA can and cannot do with regard to bonding.

15. What mechanisms will be in place to assure accountability to the voters
regarding PRTA decision-making?
All PRTA Board and committee meetings are open to the public and conducted in accordance with the
requirements of the Arizona Open Meeting Law. Additionally, an annual audit is required by law, and
preparation of an annual report to the public is a typical practice for RTAs. If Proposition 469 is approved,
PRTA intends to convene a Citizens’ Technical Advisory Committee to provide oversight of PRTA plan
implementation.

16. What is the most expensive piece of the Pinal Regional Transportation Plan?
Over half a billion dollars, or about 46 percent of the Proposition 469 revenues, would help to construct
the planned North-South Corridor project in eastern Pinal County, offering a north-south route alternative
to Interstate 10 for trips to and from the Phoenix metro area. This allocation would help to fund 36 miles
of construction between US 60 in Apache Junction, and the Kortsen-Kleck roadway alignment in the City
of Coolidge. Eventually, this roadway is planned to extend farther southward another 15 miles to reach
Interstate 10.

17. Has any work been undertaken yet on PRTA major roadway projects?
The City of Maricopa has begun construction of two miles of the East-West corridor within its jurisdiction.
Similarly, the City of Casa Grande has spent money for right-of-way and engineering plans in preparation for
building its PRTA projects on Thornton Road and Peters Road. If Proposition 469 is approved by the voters
in November 2022, these would likely be high-priority projects for PRTA funding.

18. What is the overall schedule for implementing the voter-approved
2017 Pinal Regional Transportation Plan?
The schedule presented to the voters in 2017 has been updated in Proposition 469 due to the passage of
five years of now-completed litigation. The 20-year plan is split up into four five-year phases. Generally,
Phase 1 projects would be commenced first, then Phase 2, several years later, then Phase 3 and ultimately
Phase 4. Project implementation could be expedited if bonds were issued to borrow against future
revenues. The 2022 Excise Tax would be collected beginning on April 1, 2023 and end on March 31, 2043.
Monthly revenue would first become available to the Pinal RTA no earlier than June 2023.

19. Is there a detailed funding plan for the first five years of plan
implementation?
Arizona Revised Statutes regarding regional transportation authorities require preparation of a five-year
implementation plan annually. PRTA approved a five-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in
September 2021, but in March 2022 the Arizona Supreme Court ruled that the Proposition 417 excise tax
was invalid. With no funding available, the TIP approved in 2021 by PRTA cannot be implemented. It is
anticipated that a new PRTA TIP will be adopted promptly if Proposition 469 is approved in the General
Election on November 8, 2022.

20. Does PRTA have a current cost estimate for the roadway projects in
the Regional Transportation Plan?
No, it will be the responsibility of each project lead agency to prepare detailed cost estimates. Often, this is
done as part of a Design Concept Report, completed when design details for a project are largely known.
PRTA fund allocations will assist project lead agencies, but those agencies will be responsible for assembling
the funds from various sources as needed to get the projects completed. In addition, the PRTA Funding Plan
will provide funds to smaller communities for local road projects.

Questions/Comments received during the
Virtual Open House on September 21, 2022

21. This was brought forth by a Maricopa County Lobbyist who represents the
construction companies that build roads. This is really for the 27,000 new homes to be
built so that the cost of roads gets put on taxpayers instead of the home builders, right?
The Arizona Legislature authorized the formation of Regional Transportation Authorities. Pursuant to
Arizona Revised Statutes, Pinal County formed the PRTA in 2015. In 2017, the PRTA performed its duties of
preparing a Regional Transportation Plan and having a funding mechanism presented to the voters. The
voters approved the plan and the tax in 2017. After the Arizona Supreme Court ruled the structure of the tax
to be invalid, PRTA submitted a new funding mechanism to the voters for their consideration, as allowed by
statute. Proposition 469 will be on the ballot for the November 2022 General Election. Residents have rights
under the Arizona Public Records Act to request records.

22. What authority does the RTA have? Where does it come from? Does the taxpayer have
a right to FOI request records or can lobbyists and home builders hide behind this group
to get what they want done at the price they want to do it for and keep this talk off the
books and make it so no tax payers can really see what’s going on?
The Arizona Legislature authorized the formation of Regional Transportation Authorities. Pursuant to
Arizona Revised Statutes, Pinal County formed the PRTA in 2015. In 2017, the PRTA performed its duties of
preparing a Regional Transportation Plan and having a funding mechanism presented to the voters. The
voters approved the plan and the tax in 2017. After the Arizona Supreme Court ruled the structure of the tax
to be invalid, PRTA submitted a new funding mechanism to the voters for their consideration, as allowed by
statute. Proposition 469 will be on the ballot for the November 2022 General Election. Residents have rights
under the Arizona Public Records Act to request records.

23. When [an elected official] and the County Supervisors are willing to pay $541 for
a single HDMI cord that I can buy for $9, how much of this are we really
paying for? Same rip off as above? $541 for $9 of road?
Arizona state law allows for creation of a regional transportation authority (RTA) in part because Federal
and state transportation funding programs do not adequately meet local transportation needs. An RTA
allows a region to tax itself and keep all the funds for local use, not dependent on outside decision-makers.
The Tucson metro area south of Pinal County has an RTA, as does the Phoenix metro area north of Pinal
County.

24. Why isn’t SR24 being extended from Ironwood Dr. to US60?
The voters of Pinal County approved the Regional Transportation Plan in November 2017. The Plan is not
being modified at this time.

25. Extending 4 miles into the middle of the desert doesn’t provide another east-west
route from the Gold Canyon area.
The voters of Pinal County approved the Regional Transportation Plan in November 2017. The Plan is not
being modified at this time.

26. There is an immediate need for another east-west route; we have winter visitors
returning in October and Renaissance Fair starting in February and 1,500
additional homes being built or have been built.
The voters of Pinal County approved the Regional Transportation Plan in November 2017. The Plan is not
being modified at this time.

27. What’s the timeline for the North South Corridor to completion?
If voters approve Proposition 469, PRTA funding for the North-South Corridor would begin in Phase II of the
plan, which is estimated to start in Fiscal Year 2029. In the absence of bonding, it would take approximately
a decade for PRTA to pay out the funds allocated for this project.
The Arizona Department of Transportation will likely determine the project completion schedule.

